
helping to mitigate the effects
of climate change.

Their benefits of providing
opportunities for nature
conservation, encouraging
a more diverse landscape,
stimulating interest in the

environment, mitigating the
urban heat island effect and
providing valuable flood storage
areas are recognised. But
unfortunately there is a public
perception that certain parks
should be avoided due
to anti-social behaviour and
institutional neglect. This neglect
is of serious concern and reflects
badly on national and local
governance.

CIWEM regrets the low priority
that is attached to public parks
and green spaces by
government and decision-
makers and believes that this is
due to the absence of a
dedicated national agency
which could provide strategic
support, advice and funding over
a guaranteed timescale in the
same way that public bodies do
for sport, recreation and the arts.

Public parks and green spaces
should be at the centre of
policies for tackling climate
change, urban renewal,
sustainable development and
social cohesion. The Government
should recognise the importance
of public parks by making
specific reference to them in
developing and assessing the
spending plans of local
authorities.

CIWEM wishes to see a broad
spectrum of stakeholders

involved in their maintenance
in order to foster community
stewardship; the reinstatement
of site-based staff; a dedicated
professional body to encourage
continuing professional
development; and strong
partnerships between
organisations such as water
companies, environment
agencies and local authorities.
CIWEM would also like to see
universal local authority
participation in the Green Flag
Awards Scheme which would
be used to measure the quality
of green space provision
throughout the UK.

Nick Reeves, CIWEM Executive
Director, says: ‘Many Government
priorities for sustainable living and
safer communities depend on
good quality, accessible green
spaces. Public parks encourage
strong community identities
through social interaction and
have the ability to foster public
spiritedness. They are one of the
few public services that cut
across social, financial, cultural
and ethnic barriers. They
epitomise the concept of social
inclusion. National, regional
and local Government must
take whatever actions are
necessary to improve the status,
condition and resourcing
of these essential areas.’
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climate the Government must be
brave and deliver strong climate
change legislation, such as the
Climate Change Committee
recommends. Although this
credit crunch may pose a
legitimate threat to many
livelihoods, we
are in the midst of a credit
crunch that threatens the fate of
millions of species, including our
own.
Our actions, largely driven by
the capitalist market, are
depleting Earth’s resource bank
at an unprecedented rate,
causing a shrinking supply of
Earth’s resource capital. We are
in a global environmental credit
crunch. The very worst that can
happen from the financial crisis
is recession but a climate
catastrophe could wipe out
humankind.’

dit crunch?

SNAPSHOT
Vanessa Bone of Creative
Cultures, Chair of CIWEM’s Arts
and Environment Network.

Career: My first job was
lecturing in French. I then
moved into educational
administration and decided
to do a post-graduate teaching
degree. This convinced me that
I didn’t want to teach.

I turned my attentions from
an academic career to arts
management. I blagged my
way into a job as administrator
for the York Music Festival. I did
that for a couple of years, which
taught me a great deal. Back
in the 80s there were no arts
administration qualifications,
so people just came into it.

I then managed a small gallery in York, before going into a local
government Arts Department. I got a job with Greater London
Arts, before becoming Deputy Chief Executive of South East Arts.

When my son was born I decided that I didn’t want to go back
to work full-time and I became a freelance, self-employed arts
administrator. It has been a really interesting 12-13 years.

Turning point: Not going down the academic line. I thought, for me,
it would be more productive, stimulating and creative to go into arts
administration. I saw the national curriculum coming in and I didn’t
think it would be a good thing for the teaching profession.

Greatest career challenge: This was at South East Arts. I was
getting paralysed by the funding of the arts. This was not policy
but politically driven.

Most inspirational moment in your career: Working on educational
programmes in schools, when I was up to my elbows, engaging with
artists on projects, and seeing the children’s faces light-up by what
they were doing.

Greatest environmental concern: I am shocked and dismayed on
a daily basis by global greed and the drive for profits, the way human
greed drives money and money drives environmental destruction.

Have you made any lifestyle choices to benefit the environment?
Being brought up in the 1950s by parents who had been through the
war, you become more alive to the value of things and the need
to be thrifty. I try to cut down on my food miles. I use air travel as a last
resort. But I don’t do carbon off-setting because I think it is a scam.
I buy clothes from second-hand shops. The secret is shopping
in wealthy areas. And I pass clothes on to charity shops and friends.
I recycle. But the extent you can do that depends on your local
authority and packaging is not labelled well, making it difficult
to know what can be recycled.

How do you like to enjoy the natural world? I am a devoted
townie. I have never wanted to live in the country. I find the country
boring. But I love the natural world. It is mainly visual. My house
overlooks the heath at Blackheath and I get to see these fantastic
skyscapes and cloud formations. I can appreciate the tranquillity of a
forest and I enjoy animals, everything from a shiny green fly to a deer.

Your eco-hero: I don’t do heroes, because I think they are only
slightly more acceptable as role models than celebrities. However,
I read about Rebecca Hosking. She made a film in Hawaii and was
concerned about birds dying because of waste plastic. She came
back and decided over a drink in the pub to abolish plastic bags
in her local town. Now even the supermarkets are phasing them out.

If you ruled the world for a day what would be your first
declaration? I’m not much into declarations, but I thought I would
show Hosking’s film and David Attenborough’s series everywhere
on huge screens. They would be shown everywhere on all public
screens and environmental films would be shown on all television
channels for the full 24-hours.

Vanessa sadly died a few weeks after this interview. CIWEM's
thoughts are with her family and friends at this difficult time.
An obituary will be published in the next edition of CIWEM
Business Briefing.

Framework consultant announced
Providers of water, environmental,
infrastructure and energy services,
MWH has been named as a

framework consultant by Severn
Trent Water for feasibility studies
and outline designs of Severn Trent

Water’s schedule of works. These
will take place under the fifth Asset
Management Programme (AMP5)

which begins formally in April 2010,
although work will commence
before that date.

A quarter of UK Youth Parliament
(UKYP) members questioned
believe the Earth can only
survive for another 50 years
in its current state. This is just
one of the findings from research
into UKYP members’ attitudes
o sustainability undertaken
by environmental engineering
and water experts MWH.

A further 29 percent said
250 years, while 38 percent
believed the world will survive
for 500 years or more.

Additional comments included:
‘We are seeing horrible changes
already;’‘the longer
we leave it, the less time
we have;’ and ‘if we don’t
change we are doomed.’

When questioned about
whether they believed green
claims made by companies,
17 percent never did. Only seven
percent said that they always
believed companies which
claimed to be green, but
71 percent said they believed
the claims ‘sometimes’.

Kate Parish of the UK Youth
Parliament said: ‘The fact that
nearly a quarter of those

questioned believe the Earth
will only survive for another
50 years in its current state –
and that 17 percent never
believe companies green
claims, shows how urgently
UKYP members view the
challenges of climate change.’

The sustainability survey was
undertaken at the UKYP Annual
Sitting at the University of Exeter.
When asked which people they
considered to be genuinely
green, former US Presidential
candidate Al Gore, responsible
for the Oscar winning
environmental film ‘An
Inconvenient Truth,’ came
top with 30 percent, while
U2 singer Bono was second
with 18 percent and Prince
Charles third with 15 percent.

Asked to name a personality
they believed would have
the most influence on young
people regarding the climate
change and the environment
agenda, David Beckham
came out top, with Bob
Geldof and ‘How to Look
Good Naked’ presenter
Gok Wan also popular.

Fearful for the future


