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1. Introduction

It was a delightful day on 6 May 2009 for th
Chartered Institution of Water and Environment
Management (CIWEM) and all members in Horn
Kong as the long awaited Reciprocal Recogniti
Agreement (RRA) between the CIWEM and the Ho
Kong Institution of Engineers (HKIE) was signe
between the President of the CIWEM, Mr Alasta
Moseley, and the President of the HKIE, Ir Peter
Wong. The signing ceremony took place in the HK
headquarters in the presence of the Director
International Development of the CIWEM, Mr Pat

Horton, Vice President of the HKIE, Ir Dr Andrew K

C Chan, and the local committee members from b
institutions. The signing of the RRA signifies th
significant relationship between the CIWEM and t
HKIE, and that both institutions and their membe
will be working further closely in the upcoming fueé.
The RRA will allow members from the HKIE in the
Environmental, Civil, Mechanical, and Chemic

Engineering Disciplines to be recognised by t
CIWEM, and vice versa, as long as the requireme
set out in the RRA are met.

President of the CIWEM, Mr Alastair Moseley (left), an
President of the HKIE, Ir Peter Y Wong
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hairman of the CIWEM HK, Mr Norman Cheng (second
eft), and Secretary of the HKIE, Mrs Monica Yuensécond
right)

2. Objectives of the RRA
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al The possibility of formulating a mutual recognition

agreement between the CIWEM and the HKIE has
een an on-going key task since the early 2000’s fo
promoting the status of the CIWEM and our
members in Hong Kong. The RRA aims to reinforce
our capability to uphold the reputation of the
CIWEM, develop the CIWEM'’s corporate identity,
hopefully acceptance of the CIWEM membership as
the recruitment pre-requisite in the government of
water and environmental personnel, and expand the
membership of the CIWEM in Hong Kong.

3. Brief Development History

The CIWEM HK has requested that the Corporate
Membership of our Institution should be accepted by
the HKSAR Government as one of the approved
qualifications for professionals recruited to wank
the environmental field within the Government
dating back to the meeting among Ms Luciana Wong
(Chairperson of the CIWEM HK Committee 2004-
2006), Mr John Collier (Institutional Promotion of
the CIWEM HK Committee 2004-2005), and the
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former Permanent Secretary of Environment, Mr K |K

Kwok, on 7 September 2005. Somehow, it was

suggested that establishing the mutual recognitjon

between the CIWEM and the HKIE would help to

move forward. Discussions between the CIWEM and
the HKIE were then followed. The relevant documents

have been exchanged between both Institutions |for

review.

Mr Kenny Wong (Chairman of the CIWEM HK
Committee 2006-2007) worked closely with the HKI
in 2006 to follow-up the matter while the HKIE was
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undergoing an internal review and research on the

definition of Engineering, which would influenceeth
future strategy on reciprocal recognition with @th
institutions. In 2007, the HKIE defined the detiion
of the “Engineer” and prepared the first draft agk
force listing. Nevertheless, “Scientist” is not tre

1%

list. In 2008, the process of discussing the RRA

between the CIWEM and the HKIE was re-activated

In August 2008, approvals to proceed with the RRA

were obtained from the Executive and the
Qualification and Membership (Q&M) Board of the
HKIE. The draft RRA was prepared by the HKIE in
November 2008 for the comments from the CIWEM
and the CIWEM HK.

Colleagues of the CIWEM and the HKIE in the signing
ceremony

The finalised RRA was endorsed in March 2009 and

signed in May 2009.

4. Contents of the RRA

By this RRA, the CIWEM and the HKIE establish
reciprocal recognition of requirements for memburs

the CIWEM who are Chartered Engineers (which muist

be obtained through professional review including

interview) and the members of the HKIE in the
Chemical, Civil, Environmental and Mechanical

Engineering Disciplines, and agree that members| of
each organisation will be accorded corresponding
membership of the other on receipt of an acceptable

application. The CIWEM HK is preparing the detailed
definition of the RRA for the relevant members of
CIWEM who are eligible.

5. Enquiry and Update

For details about the RRA, please contact the CIWEM

HK by email at:ciwemhk@hongkong.coror by post

at P.O. Box 4258, General Post Office, Hong Kong.

The updated information on the RRA will also he
posted on the CIWEM HK webpage af
www.ciwem.org/branches/hong_kong/
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