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Overview of the ICREW project

Richard McIlwain
Project Manager

• EU match-funded international project

• Primary aim - Improvement of Bathing 
Waters in line with the EU Bathing 
Water Directive

• Also - Promotion and showcasing of 
recreational waters

What is ICREW?
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How will ICREW achieve these aims?
• By ensuring that member states have the 

necessary tools to comply with the 
requirements of the Bathing Water Directive

• By ensuring that we are all prepared for the 
proposed revision to the Bathing Water 
Directive

• The requirements of the proposed revision to 
the Bathing Water Directive include :

– tighter water quality standards - better protection 
of public health

– requirements for more pro-active beach 
management

– specific requirements for information provision to 
the public

Proposed revision to the EU 
Bathing Water Directive (76/160/EEC)
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ICREW Project Facts

• Project Cost 8.52 million euros

• 3 years from April 2003 to April 2006

• 5 countries

• 19 partners

ICREW Project facts
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How is the project structured?
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Project Structure

17 different projects

The projects are grouped into 7 Pilot Actions

The outputs combine to produce the entire ICREW project

The ICREW Project assists members states in complying 
with the Bathing Water Directive

Compliance with the Directive ensures enhanced 
recreation and tourism

The Seven Pilot Actions

Tracing sources of bacterial pollution inTracing sources of bacterial pollution in
surface watersurface water

Human 
faecal
material

Industrial
effluents

Animal
waste

1. Sampling and data review
2. Resolving diffuse pollution
3. Developing pollution source tracking
4. Forecasting bathing water quality
5. Re-identification of bathing waters
6. Sustainable sewage solutions
7. Understanding and managing algae
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www.icrew.info


