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Agricultural diffuse pollution from nutrients is widely acknowledged to be one of the most pressing environmental issues for a wide variety of reasons including:

· Nitrate levels in drinking water, failure of compliance standards and escalating treatment costs,

· Widespread damage to biodiversity both terrestrial and aquatic and the need to meet SSSI Public Service Agreement targets

To meet this challenge actions are taking place at many levels, both within and between many organisations to try and resolve this complex and long standing issue. Whilst this is period of considerable policy and organisational change it is also one of considerable opportunity. This conference will highlight progress and opportunities emerging in this field including: 

Policy  and key drivers   There is a widespread recognition of the scale of this challenge by Government who launched their Catchment Sensitive Farming initiative in 2004. This growing awareness and increased activity is being driven by: 

· the requirements of the delivery of the Water Framework Directive 

· the opportunities arising from the reform of the Common Agricultural  Policy and changes to rural delivery

· the growing economic impact of agricultural diffuse pollution on groundwater and its impact on the water industry and its investment programmes 

There is also a growing awareness that whilst WFD is an important driver actions need to be taken now involving many stakeholders and in particular those engaged directly with the land use management agenda.

Government  
Defra has a critical role  in helping resolve the challenges posed by agricultural diffuse pollution including providing a clear policy lead, joining and resolving the interests of different parts of Defra, resolving funding issues, providing leadership and setting a positive solution-based approach for helping to solve this long standing issue. In particular the Catchment Sensitive Farming initiative is seen as a key action- based programme that points to the way forward.

Science and Research  
There is mounting evidence of the enormous damage being done to terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems by nutrient pollution and it is important that this is widely recognised. The NERC thematic programme Global Nitrogen Enrichment (GANE) and other research is illustrating the importance of both leaching of soils and emissions of ammonia by livestock and the effects this has on biodiversity.

Economics   The way major sources of funding are directed to resolving this issue are a matter of considerable concern. Nor is this debate confined to the agricultural sector. Recent decisions on the cost effectiveness water company investment to meet this issue and the approach of OFWAT have caused considerable debate. 

Catchment management  
There is a widespread consensus among practitioners and managers in particular that delivery should take place at the level of real catchments (not River Basin Districts) and that land use and the interaction with the water environment is central to tackling diffuse pollution by effectively engaging stakeholders and facilitating concerted action.

Concerted and facilitated stakeholder action    It is plain that the solutions to the challenge of diffuse pollution will involve a wide range of powerful stakeholders including the land owners, the water industry, farmers, advisory organisations (ADAS, FWAG, River Restoration groups), RDS, Countryside Agencies, the Environment Agency and many others.  What is currently lacking is the facilitated co-ordination of the efforts of these stakeholders at a catchment scale. 

Aims and objectives of the conference

The conference aims to bring together all the key stakeholder groups with an interest in agricultural diffuse pollution to describe recent insights and developing programmes that should help create the right climate to resolve these long standing issues.  The objectives of the conference are to:

· Outline a wide range of current Government work in this area 

· Highlight important research findings from a range of disciplines which help us understand the scale of the problem and the solutions which we should be looking for

· Look at how current programmes are being rolled out to help meet this challenge

· In particular consider how concerted stakeholder actions at catchment scale can help to meet the challenge.
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Programme

09.00
Registration and Coffee

9.45 Introduction and welcome to the Conference on behalf of CIWEM  
Robin Green   Wardell Armstrong LLP and CIWEM President

Session 1: Chair  Lorna Richardson MWH

9.50    Introduction:  Agricultural diffuse pollution and the opportunities provided by the WFD and 
            CAP reform     Ruth Davis RSPB

10.15 What science is telling us about the scale of the nitrogen problem and the 

            threat to UK countryside         

                   Linda May & Ulli Dragosits  Centre for Ecology and Hydrology (Edinburgh) 

10.40   The threat to groundwaters, resource degradation and the economic consequences 


Marianne Stuart, Panchali Guha & Denis Peach   British Geological Survey 

11.05 The economics joined-up agri-environment: opportunities for integrating biodiversity, 

                 pollution control, flood management and rural livelihoods


Professor Joe Morris & Prof Sue White 

  
 Institute of Water and Environment, Cranfield University, Silsoe

11.30   The Catchment Sensitive Farming project   Patrice Mongelard Defra 

11.55   Break 1  Buffet and refreshments
Session 2: Chair  Ruth Allen Ewan Group plc
12.40 Reducing diffuse pollution on farm – opportunities for delivering change with 

                       Environmental Stewardship                             Martin Froment  RDSSE

13.00   Environment Sensitive Farming – practical advice for land managers  Andree Carter ADAS

13.20   The role of the Environment Agency in land management  Environment Agency speaker to be confirmed

13.40   A farming industry view of diffuse pollution and the actions required    


                        Andrew Clark  National Farmers Union
14.00   Concerted, multiple stakeholder action at a catchment scale  - how do we achieve this?


Patrice Mongelard Defra

14.20 Break 2 Sweet and refreshments
15.00  Discussion:  Concerted delivery at the catchment scale
Chairman: Professor David Kay CREH
4.00 Close
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The Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental Management (CIWEM) is the leading professional and qualifying body for those who are responsible for the stewardship of environmental assets.  The Institution provides independent comment, within a multidisciplinary framework, on the wide range of issues related to water and environmental management and sustainable development. 

The Venue: The venue is the School of Oriental & African Studies (SOAS), Russell Square, London. This is a new, air conditioned lecture theatre, with all the modern AV aids and professional projectionists.

Accommodation:  There is a wide range of accommodation available in the area and delegates will receive a hotel list when they book; this is also available on the CMS website www.coastms.co.uk

The Organisers: The conference is being organised by Norman Lowe and Bob Earll of Coastal Management for Sustainability (CMS) on behalf of CIWEM. 

Conference fee:


Fee 

Fee  £155            VAT  £27.12
£182.12

NGO, Charity, Academic rate

Fee  £  95            VAT  £16.62
£111.62  

Post graduate full time students

Fee  £  40            VAT  £  7.00
£  47.00    

Group rates:  Contact CMS 01531 890415.  

· If you are in doubt about what fee applies go to the conference section of www.coastms.co.uk  - see fee structure

· The fee includes food and refreshments and the conference papers 

· Delegates with special needs should make this clear on booking 

· All non-CIWEM-member conference delegates will receive CIWEM Environmental Partner grade membership to the end of December 2005. They will also receive free copies of our magazine and have the opportunity to be involved in local CIWEM events and activities. For more information, contact membership@ciwem.com, or see www.ciwem.com.  
Conditions:

· Payments can be accepted by cheque, BACS or Credit Card 

· Cheques to be made payable to ‘CMS’ and should be sent to CMS, Candle Cottage, Kempley, Glos

GL18 2BU


· For BACS and Credit Card payments return the booking form details first; a unique booking number will be issued.

· Invoices will be issued as the standard response.

· Confirmation of registration will be acknowledged on receipt of booking form.

· Receipts will be issued on payment. 

· Payment should be completed before the event

· No refunds will be made for cancellation less than 10 working days before the conference; substitutes are permitted.

Further details from Bob Earll:  Phone / Fax  01531 890415  Joining details – maps, directions and hotels – programme are on the CMS website: www.coastms.co.uk  or Email bob.earll@coastms.co.uk
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Booking Form

Name_____________________________  Organisation_____________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________​____________________________


[BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE]
      


Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________ Telephone/Fax _____________________________________________________

We will use Email to inform you of both pre and post conference information: 

Email address  _____________________________________________________  

Are you content for your email address to be included on the CMS Emailing system and CIWEM’s monthly 

E-news?                       Yes            No (please circle)

Please register ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____  place/s     Total amount___________  
  I wish to pay by BACS/Credit Card/Cheque (circle)  

Your ref./order number ______________________________      Are you a CIWEM Member?    Yes/No (please circle)

Please return completed booking forms to: CMS, Candle Cottage, Kempley, Glos GL18 2BU

Cheques should be made payable to ‘CMS’      Tel/Fax No:  01531 890415          VAT No: 742 4367 34
