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The European Flooding Directive- Planning for Implementation
London, March 28th 2007
Work on The European Flooding Directive is progressing steadily and it is timely to explore the implications for the UK flood risk management (FRM) sector not only with regard to implementation in the UK but also from the opportunities arising in the European business perspective.
The aim of this conference is to brief the UK flood risk management sector on the progress on and implications of the EU Flooding Directive in relation to implementation. 

Objectives to ensure delegates understand through presentations and discussion sessions:
· The timing of the Directive, UK legislation and roll-out timetable

· The content of the Directive re implementation to assess the scale of change required

· The interactions with other major work streams, Making Space for Water, Shoreline Management plans, Catchment Flood Management Plans, The Water Framework Directive etc

· The costs, limitations and business opportunities 

Outline and Issues to be covered

1.   European process / legal / timetable issues / issues of national v EU perspective

· Expected final position / text from 2nd reading expected late Feb / early March 2007

· Difficult Euro parliament amendments – subsidies re flooding

· ‘Flexibilities’

· Cost

· Law and FRM – not a permissive power in UK

· Capacity across Europe to deliver the FRM / risk mapping approach  [Business opportunities]

· Devolved perspectives England & Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland.

2. Flood Risk Assessment and Flood Risk Maps

· Preliminary flood risk assessment - scope

· Shared assessment of risk – is there a common understanding of risk – yes/no?

· Maps, maps and more maps?

· Practical issues – who are the maps for? How will they be used? & links with planning process

· Mapping other forms of flooding

· FRM techniques moving into Europe… Probabilistic v deterministic methods

· Are Dutch, Germans and French in line with UK?

3. Flood risk management plans

· Size/scale of FRM plans

· Setting objectives for FRM

· Measures to meet objectives

· Joint plans with countries – cross/trans boundary issues

· Working with others eg NGO input to FRM

· What happens to existing FRM plans (i.e. CFMPs, SMPs and Strategies)?

4. Links with the Water Framework Directive, Stakeholder consultation, and reporting

· Relationship with WFD

· FRM Directive and WFD – co-ordinating these “sister” directives

· Competent authorities

· Links with River Basin Planning and Liaison Panels

· Consultation arrangements

· Reporting and Reviews
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Programme
9.00  Registration 

9.45 Welcome on behalf of CIWEM and to the context for the day  
Chairman David Rooke, Head Flood Risk Management, Environment Agency 

Session 1 : The Directive

9.50  A European perspective The aims and objectives of the EU Flooding Directive European Commission, covering background (why Directive needed), what outcome the EU wishes to see, outline scope, timetable, funding opportunities common implementation issues, monitoring compliance




speaker to be confirmed
10.05  The UK Government  Response:  UK view on need for Directive, initial concerns, impact on UK, plans for implementation, links with Defra Strategy (MSfW) David Nelson, Defra  
10.20am  A Scottish perspective: Key issues in Scotland, including costs and links with current mapping programmes and WEWSA.                Scottish Executive/SEPA speaker to be confirmed
10.30am  Key issues in Northern Ireland, including costs and links with current mapping programmes 
John Clarke, Rivers Agency, Northern Ireland
10.40am  Panel discussion – 35 mins

11.15am  Buffet and refreshments

Session 2:  Flood Risk Assessment and Flood Mapping 

12. 00  Requirements of the Directive for Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment and Flood  
David Nelson Defra
12.10  Evolving our current flood risk assessment and mapping programmes 
David Murphy Environment Agency
12.20 An industry view and the technical challenges of mapping other forms of flooding
 
Richard Crowder Halcrow
12:30  Panel discussion/question time on delivering the preliminary flood risk assessment 
and flood maps

13.00   Desserts and refreshments

Session 3:  Flood Risk Management Plans

13.45  
Requirements for Flood Risk Management Plans 
Linda Aucott Defra 

14.00    What will happen to our existing plans?
            David Murphy Environment Agency
14.15    Panel debate/discussion/question time on Flood Risk Management Plans

Session 4:  Co-ordination with WFD, stakeholder consultation and Reporting

14.45    Requirements for co-ordination with the WFD.           David Nelson & Linda Aucott Defra
15.00    Towards integrated river basin management            Jane Rawson Environment Agency
15.15    Panel discussion

15.45    Finish & Refreshments 
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The Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental Management (CIWEM) is the leading professional and qualifying body for those involved in sustainable environmental management.  With thousands of members in 98 countries, CIWEM provides a forum for debate through conferences, networking, policy statements and publications, and supplies independent advice to government, academia, the media and the public. www.ciwem.org
 The Venue: The venue is the School of Oriental & African Studies (SOAS), Russell Square, London. This is a new, air conditioned lecture theatre, with all the modern AV aids and professional projectionists; there will be ample space to accommodate the anticipated delegate numbers.

Accommodation: There is a wide range of accommodation available in the area and delegates will receive a hotel list when they book.

Conference fee:




Conference fee                                          

£195             VAT £34.12        £229.12
CIWEM Members [Full members & Fellows]  
£155             VAT £27.12        £182.12
Concession rate*                                         

£125             VAT £21.87        £146.87
Group Rate [3 or more paying together]

£175
       VAT £30.62        £205.62 each

Full time Post Graduate student/
Retired CIWEM members                            

£45                VAT  £7.87        £ 52.87
*Our aim is to make the conferences as inclusive as possible. The concession rate applies to individuals and organisations that clearly work from limited budgets in the academic or voluntary sector. We will review this on a case by case basis and place individuals and organisations on a register for future reference. Please contact us by email (bob.earll@coastms.co.uk) before booking if you think you qualify.
· The fee includes food and refreshments and the conference papers.

· Delegates with special needs should make this clear on booking

Conditions:

· Payment may be by cheque, BACS , credit card or online at www.coastms.co.uk


· Cheques( made payable to ‘CMS’) should  be sent to: CMS, Candle Cottage, Kempley, Glos GL18 2BU
· For BACS payments please return the booking form first for an invoice to be raised

· Invoices will be issued as the standard response

· Confirmation of registration will be acknowledged on receipt of booking form

· Receipts will be issued on payment

· Payment should be completed BEFORE the event; otherwise entry may be refused

· Refunds (less £20 administration charge) will only be issued for cancellation more than ten working days before the meeting; substitutes are permitted

Further details from Bob Earll:  Phone / Fax 01531 890415. Joining details – maps, directions and hotels – are on the CMS website: www.coastms.co.uk  or email:  bob.earll@coastms.co.uk 
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