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Background
Planning policy guidance on development and flood risk (Planning Policy Guidance note PPG25: Development and Flood Risk) was published in July 2001 and it represented a step change in policy development following the floods of Easter 1998 and Autumn 2000.  It provided robust policy for planners and other stakeholders involved in development in flood risk areas.  It aimed to ensure that flood risk is taken into account at all stages in the planning process to avoid inappropriate development in areas at risk of flooding and direct development away from areas at highest risk.  

Since PPG25 was published a number of development and flood risk issues have continued to evolve, including managing development in areas at risk of river flooding, risks from other forms of flooding, particularly flash floods, development behind existing defences, integrated urban drainage and SUDS.  A review in 2004 showed that PPG25 had succeeded in raising the profile of flooding matters in the planning process and its core policies remained valid, but that more needed to be done to implement them fully. 
ODPM is responding to this by strengthening the role of the planning system in managing flood risk as part of Making Space for Water, the Government's strategy to shape flood and coastal erosion risk management policy over the next 10–20 years.  A draft of the new PPS25, which strengthens and clarifies planning policy on development and flood risk to ensure flood risk is taken into account at all stages in the planning process, avoid inappropriate development in areas at risk of flooding, and direct development away from areas at highest risk, was published for consultation on 5 December 2005. 
http://www.info4local.gov.uk/searchreport.asp?id=27220&heading=e-mail+alert 
The new Planning Policy Statements which support the revised planning system introduced with the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act in 2004 set out planning policy in clear and unambiguous terms.  To help with the implementation of the planning policy contained in them, ODPM publishes practice guidance on how to apply the policy in practical terms.
Development and flood risk management: PPS 25 and Practice Guide

The new PPS25 will be accompanied by a Practice Guide to give help in how to apply the policy, with examples. Getting planners and other stakeholders to apply the policy in PPS25 is a key challenge and the Practice Guide is critical to delivering the PPS25 policies in practice.  In developing the Practice Guide, the key issues ODPM are interested in, set out in Section 3 of the PPS25 consultation document, are:

1. Flood risk assessments at regional, local and site levels;

2. Operating the sequential test and exception test;

3. Identifying and using opportunities for reducing flood risk;

4. Managing surface water; and 

5. Managing residual risk.

Aims and Objectives of the conference

The conference aims to scope the issues for the delivery of PPS25 and identify how these should be reflected in the content of the Practice Guide. 

It will be a chance for delegates to both gain a wider understanding of the background to what is being put forward and make a contribution to the process of developing useful and practical guidance on how to use and apply the policy in PPS25. Delegates will be circulated with briefing material before the meeting to enable then to see how Practice Guide drafting is progressing and to prompt comments.

The objectives of the conference are to:

· Confirm the areas where guidance is needed on how to implement PPS25 
· Seek views on the scope of the Practice guide – what it should and should not contain 
· Identify examples of good practice
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Programme

09.00
Registration and refreshments

09.45 
        Chairman’s introduction and welcome to the Conference on behalf of CIWEM 




      Robin Green, Wardell Armstrong LLP & CIWEM President 

09.50-11.25   Session 1   Chairman   Jim Claydon RTPI 
09.50-10.15 An introduction to PPS25 – key points     Lester Hicks ODPM
10.15 – 10.45   Questions and Answers
10.45 The Practice Guide

10.45 – 11.00 General introduction   Peter Bide ODPM 
The main part of the conference will focus on the Practice Guide and each of five themes will be discussed in ,5 40 minute sessions. Each session will be introduced by a thought provoking speaker from the ODPM Practice Guide Advisory Group and then facilitated by the chair to enable delegates to be able to express their views about the draft practice guide. Delegates will receive a draft of the Practice Guide by email a week before the conference. 

11.00    Theme 1.  Flood risk assessments at regional, local and site levels
Introduction: Speaker  Mervyn Pettifor, Environment Agency 
11.40     Buffet and refreshments  

12.25     Session 2  Chairman  Mark Fletcher ARUP
12.25 – 13.05  Theme2. Operating the sequential test and exception test
Introduction: Speaker  Steve Williams Planning Officers Society & South Holland Council
13.05 – 13.45  Theme 3. Identifying and using opportunities for reducing flood risk
Introduction: Speaker  Rachael Hill  Environment Agency
13.45-14.25   Sweets and refreshments

14.25-16.00  Session 3  Chairman  Lester Hicks ODPM 
14.25 – 15.05 Theme 4. Managing surface water 

Introduction: Speaker  Graham Fairhurst, Borough of Telford and Wrekin
15.05 – 15.50 Theme 5 Managing residual risk
Introduction:  Speaker  Matt Crossman Association of British Insurers 
15.50   Conclusions and Summary  Lester Hicks, ODPM
16.00  Close   Refreshments
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The Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental Management (CIWEM) is the leading professional and qualifying body for those who are responsible for the stewardship of environmental assets.  The Institution provides independent comment, within a multidisciplinary framework, on the wide range of issues related to water and environmental management and sustainable development. 

The Venue: The venue is the School of Oriental & African Studies (SOAS), Russell Square, London. This is a new, air conditioned lecture theatre, with all the modern AV aids and professional projectionists.

Accommodation:  There is a wide range of accommodation available in the area and delegates will receive a hotel list when they book; this is also available on the CMS website www.coastms.co.uk

The Organisers: The conference is being organised by Bob Earll CMS on behalf of CIWEM. 

Conference fee: 


Fee  £155            VAT  £27.12
£182.12

Volunteer Organisations, Academic rate

Fee  £  95            VAT  £16.62
£111.62  

Post graduate full time students


Fee  £  40            VAT  £  7.00
£  47.00    

Group rates:  Contact CMS 01531 890415.  

· If you are in doubt about what fee applies go to the conference section of www.coastms.co.uk  - see fee structure

· The fee includes food and refreshments and the conference papers 

· Delegates with special needs should make this clear on booking 

· All non-CIWEM-member conference delegates will receive CIWEM Environmental Partner grade membership to the end of December 2006. They will also receive free copies of our magazine and have the opportunity to be involved in local CIWEM events and activities. For more information, contact membership@ciwem.com, or see www.ciwem.com.  
Conditions:

· Payments can be accepted by cheque, BACS or Credit Card 

· Cheques to be made payable to ‘CMS’ and should be sent to CMS, Candle Cottage, Kempley, Glos

GL18 2BU


· For BACS and Credit Card payments return the booking form details first; a unique booking number will be issued.

· Invoices will be issued as the standard response.

· Confirmation of registration will be acknowledged on receipt of booking form.

· Receipts will be issued on payment. 

· Payment should be completed before the event

· No refunds will be made for cancellation less than 10 working days before the conference; substitutes are permitted.

Further details from Bob Earll:  Phone / Fax  01531 890415  Joining details – maps, directions and hotels – programme are on the CMS website: www.coastms.co.uk  or Email bob.earll@coastms.co.uk
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Booking Form

Name______________________Organisation_____________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________​_____________


[BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE]
      


Address_________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________ Telephone / Fax ______________________________

I am happy for my Email address to be included on the CMS Emailing System and I am happy to receive CIWEM’s email updates; delegates will receive post-conference outputs by email.

Email Address _____________________________
Are you a CIWEM Member?  please tick Yes  No

Please register ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______place / s 
 Total amount_____________   Your ref. / order number _____________________ 

I wish to pay by BACS*/Credit Card*/Cheque*(please delete)    Name on card_______________________________

	Credit Card number
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Expiry date  
	
	
	
	
	Security no (last 3 digits from back of card)
	
	
	


Please return completed booking forms to:         CMS, Candle Cottage, Kempley, Glos GL18 2BU   

Cheques should be made payable to ‘CMS’       Tel/fax 01531 890415                 E Version 1   50106
