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Background
Planning policy guidance on development and flood risk (Planning Policy Guidance note PPG25: Development and Flood Risk) was published in July 2001 and it represented a step change in policy development following the floods of Easter 1998 and Autumn 2000. A series of flooding incidents with the latest in Carlisle in 2006 leave no doubt about the growing interests and concerns over flooding and the urban environment and the importance of the development process in this context. The Department for Communities and Local Government (CLG) has responded to this by strengthening the role of the planning system in managing flood risk as part of Making Space for Water, the Government's strategy to shape flood and coastal erosion risk management policy over the next 10–20 years.  The new Planning Policy Statement 25 (PPS25)  Development and Flood Risk   was published in December 2006.  It strengthens and clarifies planning policy on development and flood risk to ensure flood risk is taken into account at all stages in the planning process, avoiding  inappropriate development in areas at risk of flooding, and direct development away from areas at highest risk. Website: www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1504639
CLG and others have, however, recognised that the PPS needs to be supported to achieve the step-change in implementation of policy that is needed, and currently work is underway by CIRIA to produce a Practice Guide to provide the practical guidance and examples people require to translate the policy into practice.  A 'living draft' of the guide will be published on the CLG website early in 2007.  A draft will be circulated to delegates.  The guidance covers six main sections:

1. Planning and flood risk sets out how the planning process operates in a strategic manner
2. Assessment of flood risk at a regional, local, and site level   How do you do it? 
3. The Sequential and Exception Tests   How do you apply the Exceptions Test?
4. Managing surface water [the links with integrated urban drainage]
5. Risk management by design – making developments safe
6. Residual risk - how to manage it
Aims and Objectives of the conference

The conference aims to ensure the relevance of the Practice Guide by encouraging feedback on the key issues in implementing PPS25 and the main sections of the Practice Guide.  The objectives of the conference are to: 

· Understand the context and aims of the new PPS25 

· Explore how the guidance can be optimised to support implementation of PPS25 policy in practice, by  stakeholders, particularly planners at the local and regional levels, developers and consultants
· Capture feedback for the development of the practical guidance document

The conference will be a chance for delegates to both gain a wider understanding of the background to what is being put forward and make a contribution to the development of useful and practical guidance on how to use and apply the policy in PPS25. Delegates will be circulated with the draft practice guidance before the meeting to enable them to formulate comments and provide feedback. The feedback from the conference will be summarised and used to develop the final version of the PPS25 Practice Guide for publication in mid 2007.
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Programme  
09.00
Registration and refreshments

09.45 
Chairman’s introduction and welcome to the Conference on behalf of CIWEM 

09.50-11.25   Session 1   Chairman   
9.50 
An introduction to PPS25 – key points     
Lester Hicks CLG
10.05    The Practice Guide - General introduction   
Peter Bide CLG
10.20    Questions and Answers
10.40    Operating the sequential test and exception test
Introduction  Steve Williams Planning Officers Society & South Holland Council

10 mins presentation + 40 mins  [Q&A + points from the audience] 
11.30    Buffet and refreshments
Session 2 Chairmen:
12.15    Flood risk assessments at regional, local and site levels  How to do it?
Introduction   Will McBain ARUP

10 mins presentation and 40 mins [Q&A + points from the audience] 
13.05    Strategic Opportunities for reducing flood risk 

Introduction: Mark Southgate, Head of Planning and Environmental Assessment, Environment Agency 

10 mins presentation + 40 mins [Q&A + points from the audience] 
13.55     Break, sweet and refreshments
Session 3: Chairman: Lester Hicks
14.35     Managing surface water [the links with integrated urban drainage] 
Introduction  Paul Shaffer CIRIA

10 mins + 30 mins Q&A
15.15 Risk management by design & residual risk - how to manage it – making developments safe   
Introduction:  Rachael Hill Environment Agency
10 mins + 25mins points from audience

15.50  Concluding comments –  Chairman: Lester Hicks CLG
4.00  Close 
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The Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental Management (CIWEM) is the leading professional and qualifying body for those involved in sustainable environmental management.  With thousands of members in 98 countries, CIWEM provides a forum for debate through conferences, networking, policy statements and publications, and supplies independent advice to government, academia, the media and the public. www.ciwem.org
 The Venue: The venue is the School of Oriental & African Studies (SOAS), Russell Square, London. This is a new, air conditioned lecture theatre, with all the modern AV aids and professional projectionists; there will be ample space to accommodate the anticipated delegate numbers.

Accommodation:  There is a wide range of accommodation available in the area and delegates will receive a hotel list when they book.

The Organisers: The conference is being organised by Bob Earll of Coastal Management for Sustainability (CMS), on behalf of CIWEM. 

Conference fee:




Conference fee                                          

£195             VAT £34.12        £229.12
CIWEM Members [Full members & Fellows]  
£155             VAT £27.12        £182.12
Concession rate*                                         

£125             VAT £21.87        £146.87
Full time Post Graduate student/
Retired CIWEM members                            

£45                VAT  £7.87        £ 52.87
Group Rate [for groups of 3 or more booking together - £175 +VAT £30.62  £205.62  each]
*Our aim is to make the conferences as inclusive as possible. The concession rate applies to individuals and organisations that clearly work from limited budgets in the academic or voluntary sector. We will review this on a case by case basis and place individuals and organisations on a register for future reference. Please contact us first by email to bob.earll@coastms.co.uk before booking if you think you qualify.
· The fee includes food and refreshments and the conference papers.

· Delegates with special needs should make this clear on booking
Conditions:

· Payment may be by cheque, BACS , credit card or online at www.coastms.co.uk


· Cheques( made payable to ‘CMS’) should  be sent to: CMS, Candle Cottage, Kempley, Glos GL18 2BU
· For BACS payments please return the booking form first for an invoice to be raised

· Invoices will be issued as the standard response

· Confirmation of registration will be acknowledged on receipt of booking form

· Receipts will be issued on payment

· Payment should be completed BEFORE the event; otherwise entry may be refused

· Refunds (less £20 administration charge) will only be issued for cancellation more than ten working days before the meeting; substitutes are permitted
Further details from Bob Earll:  Phone / Fax  01531 890415  Joining details – maps, directions and hotels – programme are on the CMS website: www.coastms.co.uk  or Email:  bob.earll@coastms.co.uk
Cyclus print is 100% recycled: Environmental classification: ABCD: 15a/25c/60d/TSO100 Nordic Swan Blue Angel
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Booking Form
Name____________________________________Organisation_______________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________
 (BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE]
      


Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________    Telephone / Fax ________________________________

 Are you a CIWEM member (please tick) Yes / No?   CIWEM Membership Number __________________________
It is essential for both pre and post conference communication that we have your email address:

Email address: _______________________________________ Job Title _________________________________________  

I am happy for my Email address to be included on the CMS Emailing System  Y / N

I am happy to receive CIWEM email updates Y / N     

Please register ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______place / s 
 Total amount__________________   Your ref. / order number ___________________

I wish to pay by BACS/Credit Card/Cheque(please delete)    Name on  card________________________

	Credit Card number
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Expiry date  
	
	
	
	
	We will need to phone you to complete your payment processing

or you can book & pay online at www.coastms.co.uk


Please return completed booking forms to:         CMS, Candle Cottage, Kempley, Glos GL18 2BU   

Cheques should be made payable to ‘CMS’ Tel/fax 01531 890415    VAT No: 742 4367 34  CUB080307 EV1  December

