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A CIWEM Conference

Participation and the Environment

Working WITH People

To achieve more sustainable solutions

March 8, 2005 

SOAS, London

Waste   Recycling  
River Basin Management

Port operations    Right to Roam  
EIA 
  Planning         Water Supply  
Flood schemes     Public awareness 

If you work in any of these or other environment sectors 
and 
want to understand how to work more effectively with the public and key stakeholders 
you should attend this event

Sponsors

Arup
Contact Justin Taberham at CIWEM 0207 831 3110
This event is accredited for Continuing Professional Development under the CIWEM CPD Scheme
Organised by CMS - Coastal Management for Sustainability
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Introduction

The Aarhus Convention (UNECE Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters) provides for the right to participate from an early stage in environmental decision-making. Arrangements are to be made by public authorities to enable citizens and environmental organisations to comment on, for example, proposals for projects affecting the environment, or plans and programmes relating to the environment, these comments to be taken into due account in decision-making, and information to be provided on the final decisions and the reasons for it.
“Although regional in scope, the significance of the Aarhus Convention is global. It is by far the most impressive elaboration of principle 10 of the Rio Declaration, which stresses the need for citizen's participation in environmental issues and for access to information on the environment held by public authorities. As such it is the most ambitious venture in the area of environmental democracy so far undertaken under the auspices of the United Nations.”   Kofi A. Annan, Secretary-General of the United Nations
In every walk of life and every sector of environmental activity greater public participation is being advocated and used. There is a veritable wave of participation spreading over every discipline and sector involved with delivering environmental and sustainable solutions. This is being driven by a number of high level policy drivers (including an EC Directive) as well as being written into the very core of programmes like the Water Framework Directive implementation.

There are many views of the current awareness and status of environmental organisations with regard to the way they understand and deploy participative techniques.  It is easy to spot the extremes, at one the traditionalist who thinks that simply telling people what the solution is will do and at the other professionals who are using highly sophisticated participative approaches to meet the requirements of particular projects.
In reality it is difficult to know the precise state of awareness of the use of participation in the environmental sector, perhaps all we can say is that participation is not going to go away and is an increasingly normal way of doing business. Evidence and contributions for this event demonstrate the wide range of approaches including: 

· Functions being delivered including information giving, consultation, joint decision making and partnership working

· The wide range of techniques being used

· The wide range of environmental organisations deploying these techniques

· An enormous diversity of subjects to which these techniques are being applied including the waste sector, river basin management, port sector, land access,  promoting sustainability, and flood management.

We can also say with some certainty that the expectations are that professional environmental organisations like CIWEM will have to be as technically astute and aware about participation as with any other area of expertise.

Aims and objectives

The aim of this conference is to introduce, demonstrate and reflect upon the current status and use of ‘participation’ (participative techniques) in delivering the sustainability and environmental agenda and how organisations like CIWEM can respond to the developing agenda in a constructive and supportive way.  The Objectives of the conference are as follows: 
· To introduce the audience to participation, the concepts, context and language 

· To provide evidence of success when applied to different subjects 

· To capture a wide range of case study information 
· To demonstrate how a range of techniques can be applied appropriately to resolve challenges  including continuity of approach including partnerships 

· To explore the issues arising not least to understanding how better support this developing trend.

You should attend if you work on environmental or sustainability projects which involve people – it will give you clear insights into how this area of work is developing

The event will be participative!
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9.00  Registration and refreshments
9.45   Introduction to the Event   Geoff Bateman OBE, Environment Agency & President of CIWEM  
9.50   Participation – introducing drivers, current context, functions, techniques and scale

Diana Pound Dialogue Matters & Paula Orr Environment Agency 
10.15 Case Studies – Participation in practice 
The following two sessions will have an identical format. Speakers will give short - 5 minute - presentations on their project to all delegates in plenary. This will be supported by a systematic structure to the delegate notes so that comparisons between case studies can be made. Once these are complete a market place will operate – the speakers will take up fixed locations and the delegates will be free to move around to discuss with the speakers questions and issues that have been raised. 

10.15 Presentations Set One
1    Collaboration catalyst - Waste & Resources Action Programme (WRAP)   


Janet Campbell  Perago consulting
2    The Port of London dredging protocol 
 

Nicola Clay Port of London Authority
3    Water supply for Carlisle and stakeholder engagement  Richard Critchley   United Utilities

4    Environmental capital,  river projects and participation   Malcolm Newson Newcastle University

5    Stakeholder mapping and the Ribble Pilot

Caroline Riley Mersey Basin Campaign

6    Hampshire Water Festival




Andrew Pitt Hampshire County Council

7    Flood schemes and public participation 


Sarah Sinclair Black & Veatch

11.00  Market Place Discussions and question and answers with the speakers  

Food and refreshments will be available throughout these sessions

12.00  Presentations Set Two
1   EIA & Planning 





Stephen Crute Environmental Gain
2   The Airedale Masterplan 




Sara Bordoley Arup 
3   Right to Roam and public participation


Ian Bush  Black & Veatch  
4   Ribble Pilot and participation  



Rob Oates  WWF-UK
5   Major dredge projects and partnership working 

Sian John Posford Haskoning

6   Good practice in public participation for 

      River Basin Management: Examples from Europe 
Bradley Searle WRc

7   Behaviour change, waste and recycling 


Martin Doherty Belfast City Council

13.00  Market Place Discussions and question and answers with the speakers  

13.45  End of Discussion groups
13.45   Plenary – Issues and challenges – what more needs to be done - determining priorities  
Bob Earll  CMS
14.00   Refreshments
14.40 Plenary – Facilitated discussion 
What more needs to be done to support the more effective use of  participation in our routine business?
This will produce a range of responses which will be developed into one of the main conference outputs
16.00 End
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The Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental Management (CIWEM) is the leading professional and qualifying body for those who are responsible for the stewardship of environmental assets.  The Institution provides independent comment, within a multidisciplinary framework, on the wide range of issues related to water and environmental management and sustainable development. 

The Venue: The venue is the School of Oriental & African Studies (SOAS), Russell Square, London. This is a new, air conditioned lecture theatre, with all the modern AV aids and professional projectionists.

Accommodation:  There is a wide range of accommodation available in the area and delegates will receive a hotel list when they book; this is also available on the CMS website www.coastms.co.uk

The Organisers: The conference is being organised by Bob Earll of Coastal Management for Sustainability (CMS) on behalf of CIWEM. 

Conference fee:


Fee 

Fee  £155            VAT  £27.12
£182.12

NGO, Charity, Academic rate

Fee  £  95            VAT  £16.62
£111.62  

Student rate [See below]:

Fee  £  40            VAT  £  7.00
£  47.00    

Group rates:  Contact CMS 01531 890415.  

· The fee includes food and refreshments and the conference papers 

· Delegates with special needs should make this clear on booking 

· All non-CIWEM-member conference delegates will receive CIWEM Environmental Partner grade membership to the end of December 2005. They will also receive free copies of our magazine and have the opportunity to be involved in local CIWEM events and activities. For more information, contact membership@ciwem.com, or see www.ciwem.com.  

Conditions:

· Cheques should be made payable to ‘CMS’. 




· They should be sent to CMS, Candle Cottage, Kempley, Glos GL18 2BU.

· BACS & Credit cards cannot be accepted.

· Invoices can be provided on request. 

· Confirmation of registration and receipts will be forwarded on payment.

· Payment should be completed BEFORE the event; otherwise entry may be refused

· No refunds will be made for cancellation less than ten working days before the meeting.

Further details from Bob Earll:  Phone / Fax  01531 890415  Joining details – maps, directions and hotels – programme are on the CMS website: www.coastms.co.uk  or Email bob.earll@coastms.co.uk
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Name______________________Organisation_____________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________​_____________


[BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE]
      


Address_________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________ Telephone / Fax ______________________________

I am content for my Email address to be included on the CMS Emailing System and I am happy to receive CIWEM’s free monthly update “e-news”.    Email Address _______________________________ 

Please register ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______place / s 


Total amount_____________ 

Your ref. / order number _____________________ Are you a CIWEM Member?  please tick Yes  No

Please return completed booking forms to: CMS, Candle Cottage, Kempley, Glos GL18 2BU  
Cheques should be made payable to ‘CMS’                              

VAT No: 742 4367 34           
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