E Version 2  April 2 2005
A CIWEM Conference

Strategic Environmental Assessment
Water and Planning 
Getting good value - challenges for application and delivery

May 11, 2005, SOAS, London

Sponsors:

Atkins
 
Haskoning 
MWH
This event is accredited for Continuing Professional Development under the CIWEM CPD Scheme

Organised by CMS – Coastal Management for Sustainability

CIWEM Conference
Strategic Environmental Assessment – Water and Planning 

Getting good value - challenges for application and delivery

May 11, 2005, London

Value for money? 
After an extremely long gestation the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive has come into force. Increasing numbers of organisations are coming to terms with the implications of assessing the environmental effects of plans and programmes rather than projects. There seems little doubt that SEA will become both a significant and costly part of the toolbox of environmental assessment but will it actually make any difference? 

Learning lessons?
 The main lesson from over a decade of implementing environmental assessments and management systems is that it cannot be assumed that these techniques will deliver better environmental performance. With both EIA and EMS steps are now being taken to ensure that improved environmental performance arises. Is there a risk that the same could happen with SEA? Can we learn the lessons from other environmental management approaches more quickly? 

Water and planning
This conference will explore delivery issues in terms of the recent lessons from SEA and the context of the wider sustainability agenda. In particular it will focus on planning and water issues including the major challenges of linking the Water Framework Directive with spatial planning.  These issues are challenging practitioners and clients alike and will include:
· Can SEA deliver value for money? Can it add value over and above existing planning processes?

· How should SEA be interpreted? Are those who see it as only tackling environment talking a step backwards when more holistic sustainability approaches are being developed and promoted. 
· How SEA links with the sustainability appraisal and other integrated sustainability tools that have important consequences for future delivery of Government’s policy goal of sustainable development? 
· How does SEA link with sector planning cycles such as Local Development Frameworks (LDF) and Regional Spatial Strategies (RSS), The Water Framework Directive – River Basin Planning, Water Company investment etc? 
· Will SEA prompt more closely linked plans between the water and land use planning interests? 

Aims and Objectives

The aim of this conference will be to highlight and propose solutions to a wide range of SEA issues  not least how it can deliver value for money and real improvements in delivering sustainability and environmental performance.  The programme will have the following objectives:

· To provide the context for identifying the key challenges faced by those involved with SEA particularly in the water and planning sectors.

· To draw lessons from current practice from both practitioner and client perspective and from a range of sectors including water resources, flooding, WFD and from the land use planning. 
· To provide a critical appraisals of what the SEA process should be delivering including links to major planning processes, (WFD – River Basin Management Planning, Water Company investment, spatial planning), legal interpretation, best practice and value for money.

· An assessment of the important priorities that need to be addressed to enable SEA to be both value for money and see environmental and sustainability benefits. 
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9.00 Registration and refreshments
9.45 Session 1 Welcome to the conference on behalf of CIWEM   

Cristina West Chair CIWEM Environment Group and Atkins
9.50 SEA challenges, perspectives and potential  

               Bill Sheate Imperial College  
10.15 SEA – A Water Company perspective 


Fiona Bowles Wessex Water
10.40 Effectively influencing the SEA process  - WFD
  




                                          Lucia Susani Environment Agency
11.05    SEA & Flood Risk Management   


Martin Slater Environment Agency & 

Richard Ashby-Crane Halcrow
11.30    Land use, spatial planning, Local and Regional Plans                       Hugh Clear Hill 
 Northumberland County Council  

11.55-12.40 Break 1 

Session 2 
Chair: Jacquie Critchley  MWH
12.40  SEA: Legal questions of interpretation                          Jonathan Robinson Defra & 
                                   David Elvin QC Landmark Chambers
13.05  The relationship between SEA and  Sustainability Appraisal in the new planning system  



                                      Sarah Sing ODPM – SEA Directive Team
13.30 Streamlining SEA – a joined up approach for multiple plans – lessons from sectors 

  and planning





Chris Fry Centre for Sustainability
13.55  Key solutions and priorities for action

2.10 –  2.50 Break 2

2.50   Sessions 3  What solutions/action do you propose to resolve these issues?  Discussion
Facilitation: Cristina West Atkins & Chair CIWEM Environment Group &  Hugh Clear Hill  

Northumberland County Council
Structured discussion of delegate response the question posed at the end of the conference
4.00 Conference ends refreshments

4.15 AGM of the CIWEM Environment Group
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The Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental Management (CIWEM) is the leading professional and qualifying body for those who are responsible for the stewardship of environmental assets.  The Institution provides independent comment, within a multidisciplinary framework, on the wide range of issues related to water and environmental management and sustainable development. 

The Venue: The venue is the School of Oriental & African Studies (SOAS), Russell Square, London. This is a new, air conditioned lecture theatre, with all the modern AV aids and professional projectionists.

Accommodation:  There is a wide range of accommodation available in the area and delegates will receive a hotel list when they book; this is also available on the CMS website www.coastms.co.uk

The Organisers: The conference is being organised by Norman Lowe and Bob Earll of Coastal Management for Sustainability (CMS) on behalf of CIWEM. 

Conference fee:


Fee 

Fee  £155            VAT  £27.12
£182.12

NGO, Charity, Academic rate

Fee  £  95            VAT  £16.62
£111.62  

Post graduate full time students

Fee  £  40            VAT  £  7.00
£  47.00    

Group rates:  Contact CMS 01531 890415.  

· If you are in doubt about what fee applies go to the conference section of www.coastms.co.uk  - see fee structure

· The fee includes food and refreshments and the conference papers 

· Delegates with special needs should make this clear on booking 

· All non-CIWEM-member conference delegates will receive CIWEM Environmental Partner grade membership to the end of December 2005. They will also receive free copies of our magazine and have the opportunity to be involved in local CIWEM events and activities. For more information, contact membership@ciwem.com, or see www.ciwem.com.  
Conditions:

· Payments can be accepted by cheque, BACS or Credit Card 

· Cheques to be made payable to ‘CMS’ and should be sent to CMS, Candle Cottage, Kempley, Glos

GL18 2BU


· For BACS and Credit Card payments return the booking form details first; a unique booking number will be issued.
· Invoices will be issued as the standard response.

· Confirmation of registration will be acknowledged on receipt of booking form.

· Receipts will be issued on payment. 

· Payment should be completed before the event

· No refunds will be made for cancellation less than 10 working days before the conference; substitutes are permitted.

Further details from Bob Earll:  Phone / Fax  01531 890415  Joining details – maps, directions and hotels – programme are on the CMS website: www.coastms.co.uk  or Email bob.earll@coastms.co.uk
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Booking Form

Name_____________________________  Organisation_____________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________​____________________________


[BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE]
      


Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________ Telephone/Fax _____________________________________________________

We will use Email to inform you of both pre and post conference information: 

Email address  _____________________________________________________  

Are you content for your email address to be included on the CMS Emailing system and CIWEM’s monthly 

E-news?                       Yes            No (please circle)

Please register ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____  place/s     Total amount___________  
  I wish to pay by BACS/Credit Card/Cheque (circle)  

Your ref./order number ______________________________      Are you a CIWEM Member?    Yes/No (please circle)

Please return completed booking forms to: CMS, Candle Cottage, Kempley, Glos GL18 2BU

Cheques should be made payable to ‘CMS’      Tel/Fax No:  01531 890415          VAT No: 742 4367 34
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