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Background 

Collecting and disposing of rainwater is expensive and can give rise to significant adverse effects when it goes wrong. Separate surface water and foul sewers may cause pollution through the contamination of surface water, either with foul sewage or from diffuse sources such as run-off from roads and agricultural land. Equally, the foul sewage may become mixed with clean water, causing hydraulic overloading.  On the other hand, combined systems require large-diameter pipes, and combined sewer overflows are often needed. The higher flows also necessitate larger tanks and pipework in the wastewater treatment works, as well as more pumping, adding to costs.

The collection of water into pipes removes it from the river system, potentially adding to the problem of low river flows. And when rain does occur, the run-off is discharged rapidly into receiving streams, which become flashy and prone to flooding. Flooding of land and property, especially by sewage, is perceived by the public as one of the most unpleasant consequences of inadequate infrastructure, and may lead to an embargo by planning authorities on development, perhaps causing a restriction in desired economic activity. An added future complication is the likely effect of climate change.

These problems could be reduced if some of the rainwater were diverted from the sewer network. An environmentally-friendly way of doing this is the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SUDS) in which surface water is diverted into alternative holding and treatment facilities. Although the concept of SUDS is attractive, its development has been slowed by a number of issues, barriers and difficulties. These have been recognised by Defra, whose 2004 Consultation Paper “Making Space for Water” included a section on SUDS. This conference is intended to address these issues and to suggest solutions.

Aims and objectives of the conference

The conference aims to bring together designers, practitioners and policy-makers to discuss the issues, barriers and difficulties surrounding the widespread introduction of SUDS. It will cover the potential benefits and actual and perceived barriers with a view to establishing how these may be resolved.
The objectives of the conference are to

· emphasise the environmental benefits including pollution prevention and flood alleviation, especially in the light of possible climate change

· explore the costs of new-build or retro-fit installation and of maintenance, highlighting potential savings over conventional systems 

· consider the incorporation of SUDS into a whole-catchment solution

· explore the extent to which SUDS can help local authorities to grant planning consent for economically-important developments

· discuss legal barriers to the widespread adoption of SUDS in the UK

· cover ownership and adoption issues such as who is responsible for installing and maintaining the systems

· consider what might happen when a SUDS system has to be replaced.
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Programme

09.00
Registration and Coffee

Session 1 9.45-11.30 What are the benefits of sustainable drainage and how can they be delivered? 

Session Chair: CIWEM, to be announced  
09.45 Chairman’s introduction and welcome to the Conference on behalf of CIWEM  

09.50-10.10  SUDS – benefits to be gained from a strategic approach 






     Phil Chatfield, Chairman, National SUDS Working Group

10.10-10.30   “Making Space for Water” – the response and government follow-up

Defra, speaker to be announced

10.30-10.50  Progress with SUDS in Scotland
Francis Brewis, Scottish Executive 

10.50-11.10 Funding SUDS through the Periodic Review process
Simon Walster, OFWAT

11.10-11.30 Discussion  

11.30-12.15  Buffet and refreshments

Session 2 12.15-1.45 How urgent is the issue, and what progress is being made?

Session Chair: Adam Dean, Ewan Group plc

12.15-12.35  Changing rainfall patterns and their effect on drainage requirements



Jean Palutikof, Hadley Centre

12.35-12.55  The issues according to the practitioners - questionnaire results

 


Paul Shaffer, CIRIA

12.55-1.15 SUDS Management Case Studies in Glasgow



Miklas Scholz, Edinburgh University

1.15-1.35 Ideals, obstacles and ways forward - a local authority view




Graham Fairhurst, Borough of Telford & Wrekin

1.35-1.45 Key issues raised during the day – the views of the delegates

1.45- 2.30    Sweets and refreshments

Session 3  2.30-4.00 Solutions and priorities for action

Session Chair: Phil Chatfield, Chairman, National SUDS Working Group

2.30-2.40  The issues for discussion, arising from delegates’ views

2.40-3.50  Open discussion

3.50-4.00  Summary of proposed solutions and actions

4.00 Close
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The Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental Management (CIWEM) is the leading professional and qualifying body for those who are responsible for the stewardship of environmental assets.  The Institution provides independent comment, within a multidisciplinary framework, on the wide range of issues related to water and environmental management and sustainable development. 

The Venue: The venue is the School of Oriental & African Studies (SOAS), Russell Square, London. This is a new, air conditioned lecture theatre, with all the modern AV aids and professional projectionists.

Accommodation:  There is a wide range of accommodation available in the area and delegates will receive a hotel list when they book; this is also available on the CMS website www.coastms.co.uk

The Organisers: The conference is being organised by Norman Lowe and Bob Earll of Coastal Management for Sustainability (CMS) on behalf of CIWEM. 

Conference fee:


Fee 

Fee  £155            VAT  £27.12
£182.12

NGO, Charity, Academic rate

Fee  £  95            VAT  £16.62
£111.62  

Student rate [See below]:

Fee  £  40            VAT  £  7.00
£  47.00    

Group rates:  Contact CMS 01531 890415.  

· The fee includes food and refreshments and the conference papers 

· Delegates with special needs should make this clear on booking 

· All non-CIWEM-member conference delegates will receive CIWEM Environmental Partner grade membership to the end of December 2005. They will also receive free copies of our magazine and have the opportunity to be involved in local CIWEM events and activities. For more information, contact membership@ciwem.com, or see www.ciwem.com.  

Conditions:

· Cheques should be made payable to ‘CMS’. 




· They should be sent to CMS, Candle Cottage, Kempley, Glos GL18 2BU.

· BACS & Credit cards cannot be accepted.

· Invoices can be provided on request. 

· Confirmation of registration and receipts will be forwarded on payment.

· Payment should be completed BEFORE the event; otherwise entry may be refused

· No refunds will be made for cancellation less than ten working days before the meeting.

Further details from Bob Earll:  Phone / Fax  01531 890415  Joining details – maps, directions and hotels – programme are on the CMS website: www.coastms.co.uk  or Email bob.earll@coastms.co.uk

Cyclus print is 100% recycled: Environmental classification: ABCD: 15a/25c/60d/TSO100 Nordic Swan Blue Angel
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Name______________________Organisation_____________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________​_____________


[BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE]
      


Address_________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________ Telephone / Fax ______________________________

I am content for my Email address to be included on the CMS Emailing System and I am happy to receive CIWEM’s free monthly update “e-news”.    Email Address _______________________________ 

Please register ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______place / s 


Total amount_____________ 

Your ref. / order number _____________________ Are you a CIWEM Member?  please tick Yes  No

Please return completed booking forms to: CMS, Candle Cottage, Kempley, Glos GL18 2BU  
Cheques should be made payable to ‘CMS’                              

VAT No: 742 4367 34






