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Introduction

The Water Framework Directive requires Member States to identify, assess and control all major anthropogenic pressures on the water environment, including pressures on the physical structure of rivers and coasts. This is explicitly recognised in the development of ‘hydro-morphological’ quality elements as part of the scheme for assessing ecological water quality; and in the provisions of Article 11 laying out the range of basic measures Member States must establish in order to transpose and implement the Directive, which includes a requirement for measures to control hydro-morphological pressures.

Hydro-morphology in this context involves: 

· Flow regime, water levels, velocity and tidal behaviour.

· The physical structure of water courses, lakes and coasts, including riparian and inter-tidal areas.

· Wetlands and other features that have significant influence over water body ecology.

The scale of the challenge posed by this requirement cannot be underestimated. The recent WFD characterisation process identified hydro-morphological modification as one of the most significant pressures on the water environment. Many have suggested that addressing this issue will require a paradigm shift in the way water bodies and wider catchments are managed.  What is clear is that there are a wide range of implications arising from seeking to meet the obligations of the WFD. 

This conference will highlight how the hydro-morphological requirements of the WFD will impact different sectors and the range of tools and approaches UK Agencies are using to assess the scale of modification and their impact on ecology.  Themes covered will include: 

1. Flood risk management 

2. Water resources 

3. Coastal Management, including coastal squeeze,

4. Catchment scale water body restoration and rehabilitation to achieve good ecological status     

5. Land-use management   

6. Application of derogations including Heavily Modified Water Bodies 

7. The economics of  WFD-hydro-morphology

8. The Programme of Measures.     

As this list shows there are a wide range of sectors and stakeholders who will be affected by this work. Although the WFD may pose a major challenge to these groups, it also offers opportunities to build synergies and integrate their management through the River Basin Management Planning process. 
The conference is also timely as it will come after the initial meeting of the European common implementation group that is looking at WFD-hydro-morphology issues. The UK will be co-leading this task with Germany and will be key in influencing its outcomes.
Aims and objectives of the conference   

The aim of the conference is to fully explore the linkages between WFD, hydro-morphology and the challenge of developing a more integrated approach. The objectives of the conference are to:

· Brief and update delegates on the current interpretation and analysis of the hydro-morphological  implications  of the Water Framework Directive
· Describe the main outcomes of the considerable work that has been undertaken to date and the major challenges that are facing WFD implementation
· Highlight the issues arising from the current situation

· Given the scope of the implications for many stakeholders explore the next steps in addressing the challenges ahead. 
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Programme

09.00
Registration and Coffee

9.45 Introduction and welcome to the Conference on behalf of CIWEM  

Session 1

9.50 Hydro-morphology: What does it mean for the WFD?    Rob Cunningham, RSPB 

10.10   Hydro-morphological modification and its impacts on ecology
                                                                                                         Nicola Melville RSPB
10.30    The WFD & Hydro-morphology – Work to date and challenges ahead  

Environment Agency speaker to be announced   

10.50 Flood risk management  Jane Rawson  Environment Agency
11.10   Water Resources and hydro-morphology   Dave Burgess Environment Agency 
11.30    Rehabilitation and restoration of water bodies on a catchment scale: 

             Effective delivery of ecological status    Alistair Maltby and Lucy Dugdale Eden Rivers Trust  
11.50 Refreshments and Buffet

Session 2 Chair James Wishart  MWH

12.30 Land-use management, environmental stewardship  Tony Burch Environment Agency
12.50   Application of derogations including Heavily Modified Water Bodies 

                                                                                                                        Dave Corbelli SEPA  

13.10    Economic issues arising from WFD and hydro-morphology  Kevin Andrews Defra  
13.30    Programme of Measures - Generic issues    speaker to be confirmed 
  
13.50    The challenges of policy integration WFD & Hydro-morphology -  

                 A Making Space for Water perspective                  Linda Aucott Defra
14.10   Issues arising 

14.15   Break 2 Sweet and refreshments

Session 3 

15.00   Discussion  Key issues, priorities, organisations
Chair Ruth Allen Ewan Group plc
Panel including Jane Rawson Environment Agency and Rob Cunningham RSPB
16.00 Close  Refreshments
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The Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental Management (CIWEM) is the leading professional and qualifying body for those who are responsible for the stewardship of environmental assets.  The Institution provides independent comment, within a multidisciplinary framework, on the wide range of issues related to water and environmental management and sustainable development. 

The Venue: The venue is the School of Oriental & African Studies (SOAS), Russell Square, London. This is a new, air conditioned lecture theatre, with all the modern AV aids and professional projectionists.

Accommodation:  There is a wide range of accommodation available in the area and delegates will receive a hotel list when they book; this is also available on the CMS website www.coastms.co.uk

The Organisers: The conference is being organised by Bob Earll of Coastal Management for Sustainability (CMS) on behalf of CIWEM & RSPB. 

Conference fee:

Fee  £155            VAT  £27.12
£182.12

NGO, Charity, Academic rate

Fee  £  95            VAT  £16.62
£111.62  

Post graduate full time students

Fee  £  40            VAT  £  7.00
£  47.00    

Group rates:  Contact CMS 01531 890415.  

· If you are in doubt about what fee applies go to the conference section of www.coastms.co.uk  - see fee structure

· The fee includes food and refreshments and the conference papers 

· Delegates with special needs should make this clear on booking 

· All non-CIWEM-member conference delegates will receive CIWEM Environmental Partner grade membership to the end of December 2005. They will also receive free copies of our magazine and have the opportunity to be involved in local CIWEM events and activities. For more information, contact membership@ciwem.com, or see www.ciwem.com.  
Conditions:

· Payments can be accepted by cheque, BACS or Credit Card 

· Cheques to be made payable to ‘CMS’ and should be sent to CMS, Candle Cottage, Kempley, Glos

GL18 2BU


· For BACS and Credit Card payments return the booking form details first; a unique booking number will be issued.

· Invoices will be issued as the standard response.

· Confirmation of registration will be acknowledged on receipt of booking form.

· Receipts will be issued on payment. 

· Payment should be completed before the event

· No refunds will be made for cancellation less than 10 working days before the conference; substitutes are permitted.

Further details from Bob Earll:  Phone / Fax  01531 890415  Joining details – maps, directions and hotels – programme are on the CMS website: www.coastms.co.uk  or Email bob.earll@coastms.co.uk
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