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Introduction 

The current reduced and threatened status of the UK’s wetlands is now well understood and there are a wide range of initiatives developing to restore and recreate wetlands. There is also an almost unprecedented policy opportunity created by changes to the Common Agricultural Policy, the Water Framework Directive (with catchment management and changing approaches to hydromorpholgy), Flood Risk Management and other areas that could enable recovery and restoration of landscape scale wetlands.
The aim of this conference is to explore how the variety of policies and plans recognise the scale of the challenge can be harnessed to enable landscape scale wetlands to be created and restored.  This is a subject that has been debated for many years by a very wide range of people and is prompted by the initiation of the Water and Wetlands Vision for England project.  The World Wetlands Day conference 2006 is focussing on this major challenge and how it can be taken forward across the UK. Our aim is to engage and stimulate a wide range of input into the developing process to provide answers to a host of questions. 
Key themes have been identified in taking this forward and they form the basis for the way the conference has been structured.

1. Habitat creation and restoration challenges for large wetlands and for rivers – practical habitat management questions: what can we create through a visioning process? What information do we need? How can we gain a better understanding of water quality needed to support future wetlands and where is this water going to come from? How can we plan for future wetlands and ensure that our existing resource continues to be supported? How can we identify areas that link river and floodplain restoration? How can we better identify win-win scenarios for biodiversity and non-conservation priorities? How can we incorporate hydrological buffers as an important aspect of improving our wetlands in the future? 
2. Opportunities, blockages and barriers – practical delivery questions: how to link visions with the planning process – strategic and local; what tools are needed to enable delivery of a vision – getting funds, identifying options, gaining agreement. How do we effectively engage with current spatial planning initiatives? How prescriptive should we be about aspirations? How can we go about changing hearts and minds so that water and wetlands are recognised as essential and non-threatening? We need to make best use of existing mechanisms and means to deliver information about wetland priorities – are we doing this effectively? How can we best match our wetland aspirations and plans with terrestrial land use planning, especially where there are overlaps or conflicts? How can we effectively sell the socio-economic benefits associated with enhancing and improving our wetland resource? How can we knit together local aspirations with national and regional policy?  How can we ensure better ties between future wetland aspirations and opportunities that arise through flood defence schemes?

3. Big issues – water management and climate change. How will these issues be taken into account in a future where there is growing competition for water resources and the need to enable freshwater ecosystem adaptation under climate change? How desirable is it to restore natural wetland processes? Where can these conditions best be sited? Climate change will impact on our wetlands and future wetlands in many ways, some of which are already becoming obvious. How can we account for these in our aspirations and to what extent should we be planning on accommodating priority species movement. 
4. Reality checks with stakeholders What sort of stakeholder engagement process is needed to minimise conflict and maximise opportunities for all? How and when can visions and plans for enhancing or altering wetlands be presented to land owners and managers to ensure constructive engagement? How can high level visioning take account of the aspirations of local projects already in existence? Identifying aspirations and feasible futures is an iterative process, how can we manage this? How do we ground truth our aspirations and how prescriptive can or should we be in the face of uncertainties about future water scenarios? Who are the important stakeholders when seeking to achieve large-scale wetland improvements – do we need different means to engage with different stakeholders? How do we ensure maximum buy-in from stakeholders whilst ensuring we don’t lose sight of our legal obligations and aspirations?
The objectives of the conference are to:

· Explore the major issues of restoration and recovery of landscape scale wetlands

· Engage and provide an opportunity for inputs from a wide range of stakeholders

· Produce a range of outputs including stakeholder views from the meeting  

The format being used is intended to be highly interactive in order both engage stakeholders and develop views
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Programme
February 1st

14.00 London Wetlands Centre 

There will be an introduction to Sir Peter Scott’s vision for wetlands by Martin Spray (Chief Executive Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust) followed by themed walks focussing on the vision for species, habitats and people at the London Wetland Centre led by Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust staff including 
Baz Hughes, Rob McInnes and Malcolm Whitehead.
17.30 – 20.30 Evening Wine Reception – Brunei Gallery, SOAS, London  

Chairman: Robin Green Wardell Armstrong LLP & CIWEM President 
18.30 Visions and Action for Wetland Restoration and Recovery                             Mark Avery RSPB 
Alastair Driver Environment Agency   Doug Hulyer Council Member, English Nature 
    
19.30
Announcement of the winner of the Living Wetlands Awards   
February 2nd    Brunei Gallery, SOAS, London

9.45 Session 1: Visioning wetland futures

9.45      Visioning wetland futures- Keynote        

 Phil Rothwell   Environment Agency


10.00    The developing vision for England 
                           Ruth Davis & Carrie Howard  RSPB 
10.20    Landscape scale wetlands – a Welsh perspective
 Chris Uttley CCW 

10.40    Wicken Fen: lessons and future challenges
 Stuart Warrington & Philip Broadbent-Yale
  National Trust



Plenary workshops
11.00     Theme 1. Habitat creation and restoration - Facilitator:  Roger Meade English Nature 

Challenges for large wetlands and rivers – practical habitat management questions: what can we recreate and what therefore should we seek in the visioning process.

Key points to prompt discussion – key questions                   Rob McInnes WWT & Rob Oates WWF-UK 
11.15    Plenary workshop discussion 
12.00    Buffet and refreshments

12.40 Theme 2.  Blockages, barriers and opportunities  Facilitator: Chris Rostron Water for Wildlife 
Practical delivery questions: how to link visions with the planning process, strategic and local; what tools are needed to enable delivery of a vision – getting funds, identifying options, gaining agreement.

Key points to prompt discussion – key questions                   Laurence Tricker Kent County Council    

13.05   Plenary workshop discussion 

13.40 Theme 3. Big issues   Facilitator: Alastair Burn English Nature

Water management and climate change. How will these issues be taken into account in a future where there is growing competition for water resources and the need to enable freshwater ecosystem adaptation under climate change?    
Key points to prompt discussion – key questions                  Mike Acreman CEH 

13.55   Plenary workshop discussion 

14.40   Sweets and refreshments 
15.20
Theme 4. Reality checks with stakeholders  
Facilitator:  Doug Hulyer Council member, English Nature
What sort of stakeholder engagement process is needed to minimise conflict and to maximise opportunities for all?       Andrew Clark NFU and David Earle Robinson English Heritage
15.35   Plenary workshop discussion 

16.20   Overall - Concluding remarks Doug Hulyer

16.30   Close and Refreshments 
World Wetlands Day Conference 2006
The Venue: The venue is the School of Oriental & African Studies (SOAS), Russell Square, London. This is a new, air conditioned lecture theatre, with all the modern AV aids and professional projectionists; there will be ample space to accommodate the anticipated delegate numbers.

Accommodation:  There is a wide range of accommodation available in the area and delegates will receive a hotel list when they book.

The Organisers: The conference is being organised by Bob Earll of Coastal Management for Sustainability (CMS) on behalf of CIWEM. 

Conference fee:


Delegate fee



Fee £ 155            VAT  £27.12
£182.12             

Volunteer orgs., Academic rate

Fee  £  95            VAT  £16.62
£111.62  

Student rate 

Fee  £  40            VAT  £ 7.00
£  47.00    

Group rates:  A group is 3 or more, booking and paying together; the rate is:

           




Fee  £135 / person + VAT  £23.62   £158.62

· The fee includes food and refreshments and the conference papers.

· Delegates with special needs should make this clear on booking

All non-CIWEM member delegates will receive CIWEM Environmental Partner grade of membership up to the end of December 2006.  You will receive free copies of our magazine and have the opportunity to be involved in local CIWEM events and activities. CIWEM is a Registered Charity 1043409    www.ciwem.org 

Conditions:

· Payment may be by cheque (made payable to ‘CMS’), BACS or credit card and be sent to: 



 CMS, Candle Cottage, Kempley, Glos GL18 2BU.

· Invoices will be issued as the standard response. 

· Confirmation of registration will be acknowledged on receipt of booking form.

· Receipts will be issued on payment.

· Payment should be completed BEFORE the event; otherwise entry may be refused

· No refunds will be made for cancellation less than ten working days before the meeting.

Further details from Bob Earll:  Phone / Fax  01531 890415  Joining details – maps, directions and hotels – programme are on the CMS website: www.coastms.co.uk  or Email:  bob.earll@coastms.co.uk

Cyclus print is 100% recycled: Environmental classification: ABCD: 15a/25c/60d/TSO100 Nordic Swan Blue Angel
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Booking Form

Name______________________Organisation_____________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________​_____________


[BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE]
      


Address_________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________ Telephone / Fax ______________________________

I am content for my Email address to be included on the CMS Emailing System and I am happy to receive CIWEM email updates; delegates will receive post-conference outputs by email.

Email Address _____________________________
Are you a CIWEM Member?  please tick Yes  No

Please register ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______place / s 
 Total amount_____________   Your ref. / order number _____________________ 

I wish to pay by BACS*/Credit Card*/Cheque*(please delete)    Name on card_______________________________

	Credit Card number
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Expiry date  
	
	
	
	
	Security no (last 3 digits from back of card)
	
	
	


I would/would not like to take part in the guided visit at the London Wetlands Centre on 1st February  

I will/will not be attending the evening reception on 1st February
Please return completed booking forms to:         CMS, Candle Cottage, Kempley, Glos GL18 2BU   

Cheques should be made payable to ‘CMS’       Tel/fax 01531 890415

VAT No: 742 4367 34
