CIWEM RCG Winter Meeting 2006

Managing Urban Water

Our winter meeting took place on 3rd February 2006 at the School of African and Asian Studies (SOAS) in
London. This was a change of venue after a long tradition of holding the meeting at London Zoo. Overall
feedback from delegates is that this venue offers considerable improvement.

The meeting considered urban environments and the management of flood risk in relation to the ‘7 pillars’
identified in the ‘Making Space for Water' strategy, namely: fluvial flooding; sewer flooding; groundwater
flooding; groundwater rebound; impact on/from the transport network, Sustainable Drainage Systems and
pluvial flooding.

The key note address was given by David Richardson of Defra who provided an update on the progress with
the Making Space for Water Strategy and in particular the pilot studies. The proceedings were followed with 5
papers presenting field and research experience on the management of flood risk in urban areas and
examples of good practice in both the UK and overseas.

The afternoon session began with a presentation by Peter Bide of the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister
(ODPM) on the new draft of development planning guidance PPS25. The presentation was followed by an
open discussion session which linked the papers on urban environments with the planning context. The day
concluded with a summary of the conference outcomes which have subsequently formed part of CIWEM's
formal response to the consultations on the draft PPS25.

The Rivers and Coastal Group committee would like to thank the speakers and organisers for a very
interesting day. Thanks are also due to the 97 attendees who supported the event and helped contribute to
CIWEM's response to the PPS25 consultation.
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The new venue was a success! The CIWEM stand.

Terry Fuller, CIWEM RCG Meetings Secretary



