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New members’ paper competition: submission guidelines

Register by Friday 06 February 2026 | Paper submission closing date: Friday 20
February 2026

The competition is open to new student and graduate level members and those who could become future
CIWEM members and who have less than 5 years professional experience.

The winner will receive a prize of £250.

Submitting a Paper

Papers should be based on the CIWEM Northern Ireland branch chair’s theme for this year's technical
programme “Northern Ireland, Our Water, Our Environment, Our Place”. Papers do not need to be
project based as any aspect of this theme can be presented and is open to the interpretation of the entrant.

Candidates must register their interest with Ashley Johnston at Ashley.johnston@niwater.com by Friday 06
February 2026 and then submit their paper by Friday 20 February 2026 at the latest. The paper should be
longer than 1,000 words but not longer than 3,000 words.

Finalists’ presentations and judging
A panel of three senior members will shortlist the four papers for presentation and will notify its decision by
Friday 27 February 2026 to all those who have submitted abstracts.

The presentations and written papers will be judged at a special evening meeting of CIWEM Northern
Ireland branch on Thursday 12 March 2026.

Contact information

For further information, to register intent, or to submit papers please contact the event champion, Ashley
Johnston.

Email: Ashley.johnston@niwater.com

Key Dates

Deadline for registering interest: Friday 06 February 2026
Deadline for submission of paper: Friday 20 February 2026
Panel to notify candidates of decision: Friday 27 February 2026
Evening event: Thursday 12 March 2026
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