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What is Biodiversity Net Gain?



Biodiversity Net Gain Is……

Development and land management 

that leaves biodiversity in a 

measurably better state



What is Biodiversity Net Gain 

Important?



Net Biodiversity Loss/Gain A Lego 

Example
Net 

Loss

No 

Net

Loss

Net 

Gain



Biodiversity Decline

‘More, Bigger, Better and 
Joined’ 
Prof Sir John Lawton, Making 
Space for Nature (2010)



Nature Benefits 

People

8



Wider Benefits



On-Site or Off-site?



Net Gain Where?

On Site/Local Strategic

And



On-Site Benefits…….



On-Site Benefits?



Supports the Mitigation Hierarchy



People and Nature

49% of all visits to 

Natural Places are 

within Towns & Cities

93% said greenspace 

close to home was 

important



Inequality of Access to Nature

Most Deprived Areas Least Access to Greenspace



Benefits Developers

• De-Risking Planning

• Place-Making

• Resilience

• Reputation

• Cost Control + Potential 

Income



In-Line With Best Practice Principles

18

• Principle 1. Apply the Mitigation Hierarchy

• Principle 2. Avoid losing biodiversity that cannot be offset by 

gains elsewhere

• Principle 3. Be inclusive and equitable

• Principle 4. Address risks

• Principle 5. Make a measurable Net Gain contribution

• Principle 6. Achieve the best outcomes for biodiversity

• Principle 7. Be additional

• Principle 8. Create a Net Gain legacy 

• Principle 9. Optimise sustainability 

• Principle 10. Be transparent 



On-Site Challenges and Solutions



Design – Challenge & Solution

• Optioneering and 

design phases

• Multi-disciplinary 

approach 

• Co-designed solutions



Nature as the Solution



Nature as the Solution



Millwood – Lavender 

Fields, Isfield, E Sussex

Redrow – Moulton, Nr

Northampton 

Barratt Developments –

Kingsbrook, Aylesbury

Berkeley Homes–

Kidbrooke Village, London

On Site Net Gain…. Examples



Measuring on-Site Gains - Challenge

Wot no metric……?



Biodiversity Metric 2.0

• SUDs
• Green roofs
• Green Walls
• Gardens
• Street Trees

Measuring on-Site Gains - Solution



Maintenance - Challenge



Maintenance – Solutions?

A Management Plan Contracts Standards  
e.g. the future 

BS8683

Information & Data

?



And your ideas





Thank You

Nick.White@Naturalengland.org.uk


