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The (River) Thames Estuary

The Territory
• Tideway: 160 km

• Canalised tributaries

• Flood plain (blue)

• 130 km River walls

• 9 Flood barriers

• Similar European       
Rivers:

– Elbe

– Weser

– Rhine

– Scheldt

– Humber



Thames Research, Data Rich



The (River) Thames Estuary



EU WFD





Barriers to an integrated approach?



Why do we ignore our estuaries?



Opportunities & Challenges - London 
moves east



The ‘White Bits’



Challenges and opportunities  of 
taking an integrated approach

• Too many messages across the estuary - WFD, FD, BWD, MSFD, 
NEWP, NPPF, Defra 25yr Strategy and Natural Capital

• Lack of resource in LAs and Regulatory Authorities

• Lack of resource in CaPs and CoPs

• Misunderstanding of coastal responsibilities in urban LAs

• Opportunities to align and combine messages

• Opportunities to strategically plan across flood defence, river 
management, MSP and SMP

• Opportunities and appetite for origin to ocean scientific research



Riverside and river wall habitat 
enhancement opportunities



Estuary Edges 2017



Route for a holistic approach



Greater Thames 
Estuary Fish 

Migration Road 
Map



Collaboration and Partnership Projects



London-on-Sea!

London is a coastal city linked 

to the Ocean through the River 

Thames



Marine Spatial Planning comes to London



a.pryor@ucl.ac.uk
www.thamesestuarypartnership.org
www.coastalpartnershipsnetwork.org.uk


