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‘How we can lift our curse on urban rivers’

Theo Thomas, founder London Waterkeeper



Hampstead Heath 500,000 BC?
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Statute of Merton, 1235 AD
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“Whereas there are several wastes and commons, and several open and 

common fields, which cannot be improved, cultivated or enjoyed to such 

great advantage for the owners and occupiers they might be and are capable 

of an improved course of husbandry, and such wastes or commons of 

pasture were to be properly drained or otherwise amended.

How arable lands shall be fenced.

In every parish or place in this kingdom where there are open or common 

field lands all the tillage or arable lands lying in the said open or common 

fields shall be ordered, fenced, cultivated and improved” 









What does getting it right look like?
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Theo Thomas, founder London Waterkeeper




